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Egypt’s revolutionaries lack poll candidate
Choice largely comes down to
Mubarak cronies or Islamists
ANALYSIS
Cairo
AP, AFP-JIJI

Black smoke hung over Cairo’s
Tahrir Square. Around a dozen
protesters who had been holding
a weekslong sit-in demanding an
end to military rule had come to
the conclusion their gathering
was useless. So they splashed
gas on their tents and banners,
burned them to ashes and left.
Last year, Tahrir was the icon
on the revolution, where hundreds of thousands massed
daily in the uprising that ousted
longtime authoritarian ruler
Hosni Mubarak in the name of
democracy. Now, it has seen better days, dirty and littered with
trash. Street vendors sell everything from sandwiches to socks
during the day. At night, young
men peddle hashish.
Ahead of Egypt’s historic
election for a new president
on Wednesday, Tahrir Square’s
woes reflect the disarray of the
protest movement that called
for a democratic transformation
in the Arab world’s most populous nation.
The revolutionary leaders,
largely secular and leftist, have
no viable candidate in the race.
Instead, the vote has boiled
down to a choice between former members of Mubarak’s regime, who the revolutionaries
believe will keep the old system
intact and will not challenge the
military’s grip on politics, and
Islamists, who they worry will
impose an equally authoritarian
system but based on religion.
“The army is the only institution in the country that works. It
still enjoys some popularity, it
has real economic power while
the police is unable to reorganize itself to maintain order,”

said Tewfik Aclimandos, an
Egypt specialist at the PantheonSorbonne University. “It has the
ability to remain an important
political actor for many more
years.”
The youth groups behind the
revolution are left divided and
muddled over the election and
how to handle the postelection
era. Some groups call for a boycott of the vote.
Many in the movement believe that the real confrontations
are still to come when they press
their agenda on whatever new
government emerges.
But they are divided even on
how to do that. Some question
the reliance on protests since
Mubarak’s fall. Activists staged
protests in Tahrir the past year
that turned into bloody clashes
with police and the military. But
they often failed to reach a unified list of demands or create a
cohesive political movement.
And the turmoil turned sections
of the population against them,
guided by a persistent military
line that the protesters were to
blame for chaos.
“We are left with an orphaned
revolution. The people don’t
know what the revolution wants
to do,” said Rami Sabri, a member of the Popular Socialist Alliance, a newly formed party.
Support from Egyptians craving stability amid the turmoil
and economic woes has vaulted
two former regime figures to
front-runner status — former
Foreign Minister Amr Moussa
and ex-Prime Minister Ahmed
Shafiq. The latest polls have
them slightly on top, though the
polls’ reliability is unknown.
Religious constituencies have
elevated two Islamists: the Muslim Brotherhood’s Mohammed
Morsi and a moderate, AbdelMoneim Abolfotoh.

Gag order: An Egyptian demands the release of detainees in front of Cairo’s high court on
Wednesday. The banner on his mouth reads, “With the revolutionary families.” AP

The revolutionaries who
intend to vote have been
split. Some — including Wael
Ghonim, the Google executive
famed for his role in the Facebook page that helped launch
the anti-Mubarak revolt — have
backed Abolfotoh, drawn by his
open views and strong backing
for the uprising.
Another favorite is the youngest of the 13 candidates, Khaled
Ali, a labor activist known as “the
lawyer for the poor.”
Ali is a distant underdog in
the polls and has almost no
chance of winning. But his
candidacy is aimed at showing
Egyptians that the revolution
does have a face.
“Give the revolution a chance
to rule,” the 40-year-old Ali proclaimed at a recent rally.
During the 18-day uprising
that led to Mubarak’s fall on Feb.
11, 2011, the protesters’ slogan

was “bread, freedom and dignity.”
Under that slogan, the revolutionaries had multiple calls
for change. Security forces that
formed the brutal basis for
Mubarak’s police state had to
be reformed. A political system
that ran on patronage and corruption had be dismantled. The
regime’s grip on state media
that controlled the agenda had
to be lifted. The economy had
to be reformed to benefit the
large population of poor rather
than a rich elite. Long neglected
infrastructure and dilapidated
hospitals and schools had to be
rebuilt. Freedom of speech, long
muffled by the police, had to be
unleashed.
Over the past 15 months,
however, almost none of that has
been carried out. The military
generals, who are all stalwarts
of Mubarak’s regime, took pow-

er after his fall and the bulk of
Mubarak’s system has remained.
Most revolutionaries believe
none of the top candidates will
push for radical change.
Ali, who helped organize labor protests in the early 2000s
that were the first to call for
Mubarak’s ouster, has sought to
set an agenda for the coming
period. He calls for return of the
public sector and state subsidies
of the poor.
But at the top of his campaign
is “demilitarization” of the country.
The military is infused
through the system. It provided
all of Egypt’s four presidents.
Former generals head many
state institutions.
Most governors come from
army ranks. Laws enshrine the
military’s economic might — for
example, giving it the priority
over large swaths of land, some

of which it leases out to cronies.
All this will take pressure to
uproot, Ali said recently in one of
the many political TV talk shows.
“ ‘Mubarak’ is not just a name; it
is a system, policies and a network of interests. It will not go
away without real confrontation.”
The military council dealt
heavy blows to protesters the
past year, with successive crackdowns that left dozens dead and
others put on trial before military
tribunals.
Ahmed Fawzy, Ali’s campaign manager, said the protests
turned into “useless confrontations.”
“We have gone too far in these
rallies. With protests every day, it
lost value,” he said. “People came
to hate the revolution.”
The tactic did bring some
successes. Over the months,
protests forced the military to
put Mubarak on trial and set a
clearer timetable for handing
over power.
Also, many Egyptians recognize the elections wouldn’t be
taking place at all without the
revolution. For the first time,
Egyptians are fully engaged in
politics. Private networks air
daily debates and interviews
with most of the 13 presidential
candidates. In homes, workplaces, coffee shops, people are
in heated discussions never seen
before.
Kamal Khalil, a leading leftist activist, says the continued
protests swelled the number of
“revolutionaries,” and that this is
a popular base for pressing demands for change in the future.
“Egyptians are one thing before the revolution and another
thing after. We used to have
thousands of revolutionaries, but
now we have tens of thousands,”
he told a recent gathering of a
socialist group.
As for the election, he dismissed it as a lot of fuss for nothing, using an Egyptian proverb.
“A lovely funeral,” he said, “but
held for a dog.”

Florida woman is put away for 20 years for firing warning shot
Tampa Florida
AP

Stood her ground?: This
undated family photo shows
Marissa Alexander shopping
in Tampa, Florida. AP

Marissa Alexander had never
been arrested before she fired a
bullet at a wall one day in 2010
to scare off her husband when
she felt he was threatening her.
Nobody got hurt, but this month
a northeast Florida judge was
bound by state law to sentence
her to 20 years in prison.
Alexander, a 31-year-old
mother of a toddler and 11-yearold twins, had claimed self-defense, tried to invoke Florida’s
“stand your ground” law and rejected plea deals that could have
gotten her a much shorter sentence if she pleaded guilty.
A jury found her guilty as
charged: aggravated assault with
a deadly weapon. Because she
fired a gun while committing
a felony, Florida’s mandatoryminimum gun law dictated the
20-year sentence.
The jury deliberated for 12

minutes before convicting her.
Her case in Jacksonville has
drawn a fresh round of criticism
aimed at mandatory-minimum
sentencing laws. The local chapter of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored
People civil rights group and the
district’s black congresswoman
say blacks more often are incarcerated for long periods because
of overzealous prosecutors and
judges bound by the statute.
It also has added fuel to the
controversy over Florida’s “stand
your ground” law, which the
judge would not allow Alexander
to invoke. State Attorney Angela
Corey — who also is overseeing
the prosecution of neighborhood
watch volunteer George Zimmerman for shooting unarmed
teenager Trayvon Martin —
stands by the handling of Alexander’s case. Corey says she believes Alexander aimed the gun
at the man and his two sons, and
the bullet she fired could have

ricocheted and hit any of them.
The state’s “10-20-life” law
was implemented in 1999 and
credited with helping to lower
the violent crime rate. Anyone
who shows a gun in the commission of certain felonies gets
an automatic 10 years in prison.
Fire the gun, and it is an automatic 20 years. Shoot and wound
someone, and it is 25 to life.
Critics say Alexander’s case
underscores the unfair sentences that can result when laws strip
judges of discretion. About twothirds of the states have mandatory-minimum sentencing laws,
mostly for drug crimes.
Victor Crist was a Republican
state legislator who crafted the
“10-20-life” bill enacted in 1999
in Gov. Jeb Bush’s first term. He
said Alexander’s sentence is not
what lawmakers wanted. “We
were trying to get at the thug
who was robbing a liquor store
who had a gun in his possession
or pulled out the gun and threat-
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Togolese teak helps residents inTohoku town
Twenty-six benches made of Togolese teak were brought to the
town of Yamamoto, Miyagi Prefecture, last week.
In the aftermath of the Great
East Japan Earthquake of March
11, 2011, the International Tropical Timber Organization, the
only United Nations intergovernmental organization based
in Japan, called for support in
reconstructing quake- and tsunami-hit areas.
The government of the Republic of Togo responded to the
call, offering 37 cu. meters of
teak.
Togo is a country with a tropical climate, located in West Africa, with a population of about
6.6 million. Teak is one of the
country’s major exports.
In June 2011, three months
after the earthquake, Togolese
President Faure Gnassingbe
came to Japan to visit the people
in the devastated areas and expressed the solidarity of the Togolese people.
The donated teak was received by the Japan Youth Lumbermen’s Association (JYLA)

Helping hand: Charge d’Affaires a.i. Steve Aklesso Bodjona of
Togo meets residents of a temporary housing site in
Yamamoto, Miyagi Prefecture, on May 14, when benches and
toys made of Togolese teak are donated. JAPAN YOUTH
LUMBERMEN’S ASSOCIATION

through the introduction of
the Forestry Agency. JYLA set
up the Togo Teak Project for
3.11 Reconstruction Assistance
and produced more than 200
benches that make use of the

special characteristics of the
wood, which is durable, allowing for extended outdoor use.
The benches will be distributed
free to the temporary housing
sites and parks in the devastated

areas, aiming to be of some help
in reviving local communities
and providing places of relief.
Also, some 100 pieces of
wooden toy animals were created using the off cuts from the
timber.
On May 14, an official presentation ceremony took place in
Yamamoto.
Yamamoto Mayor Toshio
Saito welcomed Togolese Charge
d’Affaires a.i. Steve Aklesso Bodjona and expressed the town’s
gratitude to the government
and people of Togo. During the
ceremony, Bodjona delivered a
speech in Japanese saying that
it is the Togolese people’s expression of solidarity featuring
African culture and it would be
a sheer pleasure if they could be
of some help for the residents in
the devastated areas.
The benches will also be delivered to Higasimatsushima
and Watari in Miyagi Prefecture,
as well as other cities in the affected region.
For more information, visit
www.facebook.com/TogoTeakProject.

ened someone or shot someone
during the commission of the
crime,” said Crist, who served in
the state House and Senate for
18 years.
On Aug. 1, 2010, Alexander
was working for a payroll software company. She was estranged from her husband, Rico
Gray, and had a restraining order
against him, even though their
baby had been born just nine
days before. Thinking he was
gone, she went to their former
home to retrieve the rest of her
clothes, family members said.
An argument ensued. Alexander says she feared for her life
when she went out to her vehicle
and retrieved the gun she legally
owned. She came back inside
and ended up firing a shot into
the wall, which ricocheted into
the ceiling.
Gray testified that he saw Alexander point the gun at him
and looked away before she fired
the shot. He claims she was the

aggressor, and he had begged
her to put away the weapon.
A judge threw out Alexander’s
“stand your ground” self-defense
claim, noting that she could have
run out of the house to escape
her husband but instead got the
gun and went back inside.
Alexander was also charged
with domestic battery four
months after the shooting in another assault on Gray. She pleaded no contest and was sentenced
to time served.
Her family says that doesn’t
erase the fact that a relatively
law-abiding person — a woman
with a master’s degree — who
was making positive contributions to society will endure prison for two decades over a single
violation in which no one was
hurt.
“She had a restraining order
against him. Now Marissa is incarcerated and he’s not,” said her
father, Raoul Jenkins. “It’s really
frustrating.”

IN BRIEF
Facebook’s Zuckerberg marries
Palo Alto California AP

Facebook founder and CEO Mark Zuckerberg has updated his
status to “married.” Zuckerberg and 27-year-old Priscilla Chan tied
the knot at a small ceremony Saturday at his home in Palo Alto,
California, capping a busy week for the couple.
Zuckerberg took his company public in one of the most
anticipated moves in Wall Street history Friday. And Chan
graduated from medical school at the University of California, San
Francisco, on Monday, the same day Zuckerberg turned 28. The
couple met at Harvard and have been together for nine years. The
ceremony took place in his backyard before fewer than 100 guests,
who had thought they were there to celebrate her graduation.
A company spokeswoman said Zuckerberg designed the
wedding ring, featuring “a very simple ruby.”

Transgender contestant misses cut
Toronto

AP

The first transgender contestant
to compete in the Miss Universe
Canada pageant strutted the
runway Saturday night, making it
to the penultimate round before
losing her bid to win the title.
Jenna Talackova, 23, competed
with 61 contestants and was
among the final 12 before failing
to make the final five.
Sahar Biniaz, 26, claimed the
crown and advances to the
international Miss Universe
competition in December.
Talackova, who was one of
Jenna Talackova
four contestants named Miss
Congeniality, was born a male
and underwent a sex change four years ago. The Vancouver, British
Columbia, native was initially denied entry to Canada’s pageant
because she was not born female. Donald Trump, who runs the
Miss Universe Organization, overruled that decision last month.
The 181-cm blond beauty, who towered over her fellow
contenders while competing in the bikini and formal wear contests,
garnered most of the attention Saturday night, soliciting loud
cheering and howls each time she appeared on stage.
Talackova is the child of a Czechoslovakian father and aboriginal
Canadian mother. She has said that she knew early on she was in
the wrong body. She also competed in the 2010 Tiffany Miss
International Queen Competition for transgendered and
transsexual women in Pattaya, Thailand.

Seven Irish republicans charged
Dublin

AP

Seven Irish republicans, including three relatives of a senior
reputed Real IRA member and four others allegedly operating a
forest rifle range, were arraigned Saturday on terrorism charges
following a security sweep against militants plotting to sabotage
Northern Ireland’s peace process.
Three were charged with “directing terror,” a crime never before
levied against a suspected Irish Republican Army member in
Northern Ireland. Use of the charge suggests that police and
Britain’s domestic spy agency, MI5, believe they have caught senior
members of the Real IRA faction.
Three relatives of Colin Duffy, a reputed senior Real IRA figure,
appeared in a courtroom southwest of Belfast. None offered pleas
and all were ordered held without bail until their next court
appearance June 8. Duffy’s brothers, Paul, 47, and Damien, 42, and
cousin Shane Duffy, 41, were charged with four counts of preparing
acts of terrorism, conspiring to murder and conspiring to cause
explosions. Paul Duffy also was charged with directing terrorism.
Policemen testified that they had audio recordings of Rafferty
and Kelly discussing how to target police officers, acquiring guns,
running firearms training and financing Real IRA operations.
Northern Ireland authorities created the offense of “directing
terror” in 1994 as a way to convict previously untouchable
commanders of paramilitary groups, who typically didn’t directly
participate in attacks.

SpaceX scrubs first launch to ISS
Cape Canaveral Florida AFP-JIJI

Engineers aborted the launch of a privately built spacecraft on a
landmark mission to the International Space Station at the last
second Saturday due to a rocket engine problem. The company
SpaceX scrubbed the launch of its Dragon capsule a half-second
before liftoff after an engine controller noted high pressure in the
central engine of the Falcon 9 rocket, forcing the shutdown.
“This is not failure. We aborted with purpose. It would be a
failure if we were to have lifted off with an engine trending in this
direction,” SpaceX President Gwynne Shotwell told reporters.
After inspection, SpaceX engineers found the cause of the high
pressure in the combustion chamber was due to a faulty valve. The
company expected to try to launch again this week.

Nude painting
of Harper draws
mixed response
Ottawa
AFP-JIJI

A painting depicting Conservative Prime Minister Stephen
Harper in the nude, which is on
display at a public library, has
drawn condemnation and snickers in the halls of power.
The oil-on-canvas “Emperor
Haute Couture” by Margaret
Sutherland shows the prime
minister reclining on a chaise
longue, surrounded by people
in suits, and a dog at his feet.
It was first displayed last fall
at Toronto’s Edward Day Gallery, which represents Sutherland. Gallery owner Mary Sue
Rankin told the Vancouver Sun
newspaper that the painting is a
figurative piece about Harper not
living up to his promises.
Parliamentarians called it “a
bit tacky,” “pretty close to the
line” and “esthetically offensive.”
“I don’t know if Canadians
really needed to see that. I certainly didn’t,” Nathan Cullen, a
member of Parliament for the
opposition New Democratic
Party, told reporters.

Serving of satire: Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper is served in “Emperor Haute
Couture,” an oil-on-canvas work by Margaret Sutherland.

Liberal lawmaker Scott Brison
commented, “I can tell you that
this is one case where I think we
really do need a conservative
coverup, and I guess you could
say in this painting, it’s quite obvious that the prime minister has
very little to hide.”

The painting, which measures
60 inches by 36 inches (152 cm
by 91 cm) is on display at the
Kingston, Ontario, library as part
of an art competition that runs
until the end of the month.
Sutherland said the painting
is satire inspired by Edouard

Manet’s 1863 work “Olympia,”
which shows a female nude in a
similar pose.
Andrew MacDougall, the
prime minister’s spokesman,
reacted in a Twitter message:
“We’re not impressed. Everyone
knows the PM is a cat person.”

